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Stone Age Stags, Rowdy
Romans and Moody Monks!

Digcover how the Gwent Levels were created, meet the people who helped shape
this unigque landscape, learn some ‘Levels Lingo’ and explore some of the
amazing artefacts pulled from the Severn Estuary mud at the Living Levels
History Open Day.

There will be activities For all the amily plus demonstrations, displays, guided
witlks, talks and you can find out bow o get involved with many of the projgects
by delivered by the Living Levels programose. There will also be an opporiunity
lo meel many of Lthe dilTerent history and beritage groups from across the Gwent
Levels and discover the valuable work amd research they do, which continues 1o

keep local history alive.

We are also encouragimg people to bring along their very own Levels ‘treasure’
including items pulled from the muad. old photographs or maps of the Gwent
Levels and to tell their own fascinating stories. Experis will also be on hand 1o ey
and explain the origins ol visitors’ finds and mavbe cast mew lght on them i a

siyle lnozely akin to Anvigques Boadshos!

As well as activities lor all ages in the Bewport Wellamds Education and
Ervironment Centre, there will be the opportusty to view the Gwent Levels [rom
aaee af s few high poines - the Church Tower and Spare ol SC Mary's in Nash, once
deseribed as the ‘cathedral of the moors’. Following a short-guided walk, the many
stepes ascending the medieval tower will reward our intrepid climbers with
stunning views of the surrounding elkds and their historie drainage features, the
wellands reserve wilh itz abundant birdlife and the stunning Severn Estuery. There
will also be guided walks throughout the day o discover Lhe unigue Bndscape
leatures ol the Gwent Levels and the history of East Usk Lighthouse, as well a5 a

chanee to find out about bow Lo et imvolved in the Living Levels programme.

Eaturday 29 September 10am - 4.00pm Newport Wetlands, West Nash REoad,

Mazh Mewport NF1E 2B Cost: Free - Please note there is a £3 parking charge at
this venue



Dex Willioms, one of the first wove fo be troined, receiving his cord ond certificmbe!

Construction Plant Competence
Scheme training underway with 12
local contractors participating

Thanks ve Heritage Lottery funding. we are proud to annodsce that we have been
ahle 1o support 12 agricultural contractors local to the Gwent Levels to take part
in the Construction Plant Competence Scheme (CPCS).

AL the end of their raining, they will be igsaed with a CPCS card which 1s an
indusiry standard dentification cand certifving that an individual has the necessary
knowledge and competence to waork as a plant operator within the feld of
constructlon. The objective of the scheme is to ensure that emplovers and plant
operacors can have confidence that they are meeting the required standards in

mealth and satery legislation

hany of the smalter local contractors, often those who have been operating on the
Cwent Levels for many years, do not posgess the necessary compelency certificates
that are required for certaln pobs, partlcularly public-sector contracts requlring
gpecific construction deslgn management standards to be met. Most plant
operators on the Maper Contractors Groap and Aatonal Contractors Federation
Zites must e CPCS cardbolders to be considered for these posithions. Thanks oo our
raining programme, our contractors will have thelr competencies certified in

health and safety awareness and the operation of 10 tonne excavators. These are the
machines which will need to be used to carry out essentlal habitat restoration works

as part of the Living Levels natural heritage restoration project.

As a regult of this raining, the contractors will be able to bid for maore
consiruetion based work requiring the CPSC card, helping vo ensure that the
project has a strong legacy and supports the building of locally skilled workforee.
%o far, zix of our contractors have received their CPCS card with another six well
of their way. Some will aleo be trained in Cable Avoidance later, details to Dollow.

Volunteer!

Events

W are loking for a2 many
valunteers as possible to help
with the events that the
partmers are running at the
hub sites of Magor Marsh amd
Mewpor Wetlands.

We need enthusiastc people

who can engage people in the
varbous aspects of the Gwent

Levels.

You will karm more about the
natiiral heritage and historical
aspecis of the sites. You will
have access to the GWT, RSPB
and Mathonal Trust Induction
procedures apply depending
on the site chosen.

Education

We have committed to
delivering 39 outdoor learning
gegaions for Primary School
children {18 at Magor Marsh,
nine at Tredegar House /Park,
i at Rogiet of Black Rock six
at Parc Tredellerch or Hendre
Lakes) ower three years,

We are looking for volunteers
who already have some
experience of working with
children to assist in deslgning
and delivering these sessions
&o that the children can learn
as much ag possible when they
are at the sites.

With your experience and
ghdlls; we know we can plan
more complex and nteresting
activities than we could come

ug with an our own!



Mind your Bees and Peas! - Shrill
Carder bee training with the
Pollinators project

Intrepid Pollinator volunteers were put through their Bee Identification paces by
Bumble Bee Congervation Trust's Sinead Lynch on a windswept Gwent Levels day!

Coming face to face with our rare species, the Shrill Carder bee, were Krysten
Walker, Elllot Waters and Chloe lones. Spotting the difference between thege
elusive nectar gatherers and thelr sun-faded cousins, the Common Carders, did
apmetimes swing from inkitlal excitement to some dEappolniment as our volunteers
competed for the aceolade of “first to spot” the Sheill Carder.

The strong surmmer sun has caused some Common Carders to fade - or ger surfer-
highlights, whichever way vou want to ook at it - and therefore closely resemble
the grey Awhite tinged fur of thelr rare cousing. However, once the team “got thelr
eve in, they were finding them on a range of “pea” species such as vetch, everlasting
bong-bkeaved pea and bird's foot trefodl.

If yoid whould like vo volunteer for the Pollinater Project then please comtact!
sinead lynch@bumblebeeconservationorg

Living
Levels glad
to Bee in
Nash..

Saturday July Tth saw over 1040

people descend on the playing
fiesdd in Mash for the annual

fiete — amal Living Levels wers
thiere ton! Local children had
the chance to experience the
trials and tribmlations of our
rarest bee on the Levels, the
Shrill Carder. S0 as the snving
Hoes To appreciate a bee, you
must become a bee..! - which
is exacthy what they did as
they discovered the daily
relationship hetween
pollmators and flowers m the
‘Battle of the Shrill Cander Bee”

Hame

A summer's
evening
unlocking
Newport's
secrets

Despite the searing heat of a
balmy Bishton sammer's
evening and the lore of a
World Cupr semi-final, wisitors
turned up to hear author and
historian Andrew Hemmings
present chapters from his
oo “Secret Newport” at
Bishion Yillage Hall on
Tuesaday July 1th. Mot only did
Andrew share his very
personal views of the Gwent
Lewels as a secret treasure full
of history fand his
appreciation of Bshton's tiny
rosed tunne] or *magic
Hateway’) - he also presented a
selection of tales of Mewport's
heroes and villains ranging
from: Shackleton stowaways
{amad their cats) to a near -
internatmnal incedent at
Mewport Docks during a VIP
visit b0 a warship...



Chris Packs-'em-in despite threat of
Alien Invasion...

‘BioBlitz the Wetlands' on Saturday July 215t attracted vigitor numbers of 1.217 1o
Newport Wetlands with the promize of the Chris Packham UK BioBElitz team
touching down from it whirlwind toor of Wales sometime in the afternoon...

In the meantime, our budding brave ‘BloBliizers' were tasked with completing an
“Allen Hunt' around the Newport Wetlands reserve in search of those pesky critiers
and creeping veggles which could pose a real threat to the 900 miles of réeens and
ditches of the Gwent Levels in the future.

However, to hunt an alien, our budding ‘Alien Hunters” first had to undertake a
crash-course in Invasive Species [} amidst the ‘Blo Hazard” boxes and creepy
sounds of the “Living Levels Gazebo of Doom’ tralning ground. Deprived of using
thetr slght, our Allen Hunter recrults were subjected to ‘trial by touch” as they
amtempied to identify three potential invasive speckes sealed in Bio Hazard boxes by
placing thelr hands through narrow slits and studying images of various lnvasive

villaing at the same time.

Thizs did prodwce some hilarious results and having endured this tough recrultment.
our intrepld ‘Allen Hunters' then completed a trall around the reserve hunting for
other species of plants and anlmals via bug hunts and pond dips. They left with a
new fownd knowledge of Invasive Specles (with an dentiflcation fact sheet to
remind them) and a glimpze of the great man himself, as arriving with lole Williams
in tow, Chriz Packham rallled the roops in aid of UE wildlife and met the many

volunteers and experts who had brought thelr knowledge and expertise to this busy
day.

Al the end of the day we had 330 records submitted to SEWBReC - the local

hiodiversity records centre - a fantastic achievemend

It was & wonderful way to celebrate the fantastic diversity of the Gwent Levels,
and a great example of the Living Levels Landscape Partnership in action. Our
thanks go to all who were involved in making the event sguch a sucoess

Prehistoric
fun as we
get 'Messy
with the
Mesolithic'!

& chance for childeen {and
adults} to experience life as our
ancestors dicl on the Gwent
Ll e o 300, {80 wears ago
wank an tour over the summer
via Newport Wetlands, Caldicot
Casthe and Cardiff's Glamorgan
Archives, with i series of "Get
Messy with the Mesolithic
activities. Budding young
Stone-Agers literally came face
to face with the skulls of extinct
{well on the Gwent Levels at
least) beasts, discovered the
limitations of prehistoric
painting (with only four
codours, made mand tracks I
our returming cranes and longs
extinct Gwent wolves, sculpted
pots and Rshioned mad huts.
There was alse a chance to
mike and take home a willow
crane for the garden?

Summer fun
at Magor
Marsh!

(e Satarday 14th haly 200 local
people descended upon Gwent
Wildlife Trust's Magior Marsh
Mature Beserve to emjoy an
afternoon of activities For all
the Family. The day was a
celebration of Gwent Levels
heritage and traditions and
saw penple taking part ina
range of hamds-on activities.
Perhaps the vndlisputed hero
of the day was Budi the otter
whase cheeky personality
captivated audiences al
afternoon long as he dived in
ot of the trousers and blouse
of his equally captrvaging
keeper Daphne Nevifle from
the UK Wild Otter Troust!



Rick Turner

It is with great sadness that we announce the logs of aur great friend Rick Turner

over the Summer.

Bick was instrumental in the development of the Living Levels programime from the
early days and many of you would have had the pleasure of meeting him, or indeed
recognise him from our ‘DHscover owr Living Levels” video, enthuslastically
describing the development of the unigue drainage network of the Gwent Levels.

A ploneer at CADW, Rick was passionate about bringing the heritage, hisvory and
archaeology of the Gwent Levels to life and introducing it to the wider public, ax
Hlustrated by his stick’ showing the different water levels recorded through history
{pectured).

A great supporter of local historical socleties, as many of you will testify, he was
alao responsible for highlighting the incredible Thomas Morris 1830 Commizsloners
of Sewers Maps for the Cwent Levels, which never fall to capture the imagination of
local people and visivors of all ages.

Ag a result. he helped to devise a project based on these fantagtic documents,
which we will be launching very zoon and hope will provide a fitting legacy for
Rick and his work.
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Help spread
the word

I vous think of someone, of 4
group of people, who might be
interested in finding out more
about Living Levels and getting
involved, pleage do pass this
Bewsletter o

If you do not wish to receive
further npdates shout Living
Levels, then pleaze let us
know to ungubscribe you from
this list

We'd love to
hear from
you!

If you've any questions sbout
the programme or getting
involved, drop us a line on:
Infogivinglevelsong uk

or call us on

163 292082

Follow ug on social media:

@ourlivinglevels on Facebook
and Twitler
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